


Standing with the Saints 

ZEMA's focus has always been the "People 

of Zion": the AmaZioni. These African­

initiated churches, found in many 

Southern African countries, are +20 million 

people strong. Beliefs vary from 

conservatively Christian denominations to 

strongly syncretistic. Zion congregations 

range from small house churches to 

independent denominations with 

thousands of congregants. After years of 

enthusiastic invitations to Zion churches, 

ZEMA m1ss1onaries, experiencing the 

traditional African services of the amaZioni, 

recognized that many Zionists have a zeal 

for God, whom they do not know. 

Opportunities to study the Bible are scarce 

and costly, especially for Zion pastors who 

most often need additional employment to 

support their families. ZEMA missionary 

Richard Akers began writing curriculum 

much like that found in accredited Bible 

schools in the 1990's. This was the 

beginning of ZEMA's Zion Evangelical Bible 

School (ZEBS), and Zion Bible Colleges 

(the Bible Schools located in eSwatini). The 

curriculum, by design, caters to the needs 

of the African-initiated church leaders. But 

the schools are open to anyone, regardless 

of denomination and educational 

background, who want to study the Word 

of God. 

In a 2016 video on the Zion Bible Schools, 

Tim Kuehl states, "When we first started 

ZEBS, we didn't know what to expect. We 

didn't know if people would come even. 

And we were amazed at the openness of 

the people to receive the truth of the Bible. 

They were so open, asking a lot of questions 

just trying to know exactly what does the 

Bible say?! The amazing thing is that when 

they see what it says, they do kind of 

compare it with what they've learned 

before, what they've been taught before. 

And then when they see the truth, the 

majority of them receive the Gospel with 

joy! Because the Gospel message is so 

much better than the false gospels they've 

been given." 

Bishop Shumi Shongwe a 2013 graduate of 

ZEBS, said, 'To tell the truth, before coming 

to ZEBS I was not born again. I came to 

ZEBS and learned the Gospel. Then out of 

that I got a deeper understanding about 

salvation. Members from my church, they 

are benefitting a lot because even if they 

come with problems to me in as far as 

salvation, culture, traditions, rituals, I can 

give them a better explanation now and 

they get born again. They understand God 

better." 





Meet Board Member Lorraine Green 

"In you all the families of the earth shall 

be blessed." 

The promises of God to Abraham so long 

ago made a deep impression on Lorraine 

Green when she studied at a Bible college 

in Western Canada. There, Lorraine 

realized that the promises belong to us as 

Abraham's descendants by faith. Imagine 

the potential, and also the responsibility, 

wrapped up in those words! Through the 

study of God's Word, Lorraine sensed that 

the Lord was calling her to full-time 

ministry. She left for Chad, Africa in 1980 

and served for 30 years as a Bible teacher 

among women. In 2013 Lorraine relocated 

to South Africa as TEAM's Senior Director 

for Sub-Saharan Africa. 
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There she got to know the ZEMA 

missionaries and appreciated their ministry 

model of satellite Bible schools for training 

church leaders. Being familiar with 

traditional religion and the devastating 

effects of syncretism, Lorraine affirms the 

power of the Word to transform individuals 

and the entire Christian community. She is 

fascinated with ZEMA's ministry expanding 

into Zimbabwe at a time when TEAM can 

no longer secure long-term visas, causing 

the missionary community to dwindle. Now 

retired and living in Rapid City, SD, Lorraine 

joined ZEMA's Board of Directors in 2024. 
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